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What is *Artificial Intelligence - AI”

Artificial intelligence (Al) 1s a term for simulated intelligence

in machines. These machines are programmed to “think™ like a

human and mimie the way a person acts. The ideal characternistic

of artificial intelligence 1s its ability to rationalize and take
. actions that have the best chance of achieving a specific goal,

although the term can be applied to any machine that exhibits

Wha t iS traits associated with a human mind. such as learning and solving
. = [}I'Ublﬂl']'lﬁ_

Artificial
s - BREAKING DOWN *“Artificial Intelligence - Al

’n tl”&g'”C&' Artificial intelligence is based around the idea that human

A,o intelligence can be defined in such exact terms that a machine
can mimic it. The goals of artificial intelligence include learning,
reasoning and perception, and machines are wired using a cross-
disciplinary approach based in mathematics, computer science,
linguistics, psychology and more.

As technology advances, previous benchmarks that defined
artificial intelligence become outdated. For example, machines
that calculate basic functions or recognize text through methods
such as optimal character recognition are no longer said to have
artificial intelligence, since this function is now taken for granted
as an mherent computer function.
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Some examples of machines with
artificial intelligence include computers
that play chess, which have been around
for years, and self-driving cars, which
are a relatively new development.
Each of these machines must weigh the
consequences of any action they take, as
each action will impact the end result.
In chess, this end result is winning the
game. For self-driving cars, the computer
system must take into account all external
data and compute it to act in a way that
prevents collision

Controversy over Artificial
Intelligence
artificial

Since its  beginning,

intelligence has come under scrutiny
from scientists and the public alike. One
common theme is the idea that machines
will become so highly developed that
humans will not be able to keep up.
and they will take off on their own,

e

103" Edition [ Afghan
redesigning themselves at an exponential
rate. Another is that machines can
hack into people’s privacy and even be
weaponized. Other arguments debate
the ethics of artificial intelligence, and
whether or not intelligent systems such
as robots should be treated with the same
rights as humans.

Self-driving cars have been the subject
of controversy, as their machines tend
to be designed for the lowest possible
risk and the least casualties. While they
remove the incidence of human error, this
means that if they were put in a situation
in which they had to decide between a
collision with one person and a collision
with another, they would calculate which
option would cause the least amount of
damage, but would still have to choose
one. This is disconcerting to many people
who believe that lives should not be put
at the mercy of a machine.

Source: www.investopedia.com
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Most homeowners deck out their houses with
smart home gear for the convenience and
cool features, but what you may not know
is that some devices come with features that
can prevent problems and even potentially be
lifesaving.

Schedule Automatic Shut Off on Smart
Plugs

Most things you probably plug into smart
plugs are trivial devices, like a lamp or a fan.
However, if you use things space heaters with
your smart plugs, you might want to set a
schedule so that the smart plug automatically
shuts off at a specific time if it’s not already
turned off.

This is especially great if you tend to
forget to turn off your space heater. Not only
will it save you money on your electric bill,
but having your space heater turned off when
you're not around is a smart safety play. It
could potentially prevent your house from
burning down, as extreme as that sounds.

mart home Safety

Features You Should

Enable Right Now

Pretty much every smart plug has the ability
to automatically shut off at a certain time, and
you can even schedule it to turn on at a certain
time as well. Just be sure that if you do use your
smart plug with a space heater, that you're not
leaving it unattended.

Set Temperature and Humidity Warnings
on Smart Thermostats

When you're at home, it’s pretty easy to tell
if your HVAC system is acting up, but when
you're on vacation or away from home for an
extended period, it’s like Schrodinger’s Cat:
until you arrive home, your heating and cooling
system is both working and not working. That
is, unless you enable temperature and humidity
alerts on your smart thermostat.

Most smart thermostats have some kind of
feature where you can get notified when your
home’s temperature and/or humidity levels
reach a certain value, which could indicate
a problem with your heating or cooling. The
Ecobee thermostats have this type of setting

_
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built in, while the Nest Thermostat lets you do
it through IFTTT.

Once you receive the alert. you can contact
a neighbor or a friend to check it out and get
ahead of the problem before you come home
to a really hot or cold (or worse yet, humid and
moldy) home.

Integrate Emergency Contact
Information

The last thing you want to be doing when
your smart smoke alarm goes off, or your
security system detects an intrusion, 1s to be
fumbling for the right number to call. Most
of these devices let you integrate emergency
contact information.

MNest, for example, allows you to enter in an
emergency contact in the app, so that when the
Nest Protect smoke alarm or the Nest Secure
security system sends you an alert, you're just
one tap away from getting hold of someone
that can help. The same goes for Abode’s
security system as well.

Of course, calling 911 is a good choice too,
but if you’'re all the way across the country, it
might be better to know the ten-digit number
for yvour local fire or police department that
you can call from anywhere.

Configure High Wattage Detection on
Smart Plugs

The automatic scheduled shut off feature
mentioned earlier 1s great, but there are some
situations where you may want to keep the
smart plug turned on, especially for appliances
and devices that turn on and off by themselves.
In this case, getting alerts when high wattage 1s
detected is a good option.

For example, my space heater can
automatically turm on and off based on the
temperature in the room. In this case, ['d want
the smart plug to be on at all times, since the
heater 15 doing the automation. However, 1f
[ forget to shut it off and it turns on at some
point, [ can get alerted.

This really only applies to smart plugs
with energy-monitoring capabilities that can
detect exactly how much wattage the device i
pulling. With that, I can set a threshold where
the smart plug alerts any time the space heater
pulls more than 10 watts or so.

Schedule Auto-Close on Smart Garage
Door Openers

We all forget to close the garage door once
in a while. And unfortunately, an open garage
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door 1s one of the most tempting targets
for burglars. But if you have a smart
garage door opener like MyQ, you enable
the auto-close feature to help prevent that
from happening.

Basically, yvou set a time that you
want your garage door to automatically
close every night (or every day, or both),
and if 1t’s still open when that time rolls
around, the opener closes it automatically.
If the door 1s already closed, then it does
nothing.

It’s a really simple feature, but it allows
you to never have to worry about whether
or not you left the garage door open,
possibly resulting in a quick and easy grab
for a thief.

Use Z-Wave Water Sensors to
Detect Water Leaks

While more a product than a feature,
smart water sensors are perhaps the most

useful smart home devices you could have
in your arsenal, because they can save you
a lot of headaches.

Water leaks can result in a ton of
water damage that could easily cost you
thousands of dollars, and many water leaks
go undetected until it’s too late. However,
by installing some Z-Wave water sensors
around the house, you can get notified the
instant a water leak is detected.

Of course, there are a lot of places
where you should put water sensors, so
the cost of installing these smart water
sensors can be pretty high, but it's better
than paying thousands of dollars to replace
water-damaged items.

Source: www.howtogeek.com
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hen you think of headline-making marketing stories, what

comes to mind? Perhaps Oreo’s Super Bowl blackout,
Coca-Cola’s #ShareACoke campaign, or IHOP's name swap.
But consumer brands aren’t the only businesses that need to
spark a conversation, Peter Horst, author of Marketing in the
Fake News Era, says that as worlds collide B2B marketers can
take a strategic cue from their B2C peers. Going into the second
half of 2018, keep these best practices on your radar:

1. Uphold your brand’s values. The question of what a
brand stands for has become increasingly relevant for B2B |
organizations. Research shows that most Americans believe
brands should take a stance on the big social and political issues
of the day. According to a 2018 survey, 91% of millennials
would switch brands for one championing a cause. Despite
the risks involved in diving into complex discussions, brands
cannot afford to ignore their customers’ most pressing concerns.

“B2B brands will be no exception,” Horst says. “As
evidenced by Google's associates protestingthe selling of Al
tech to the military, employees will be a key driver of B2B
corporate conscience.”
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2. Know—and show
your worth, *One of the
great sources of CMO

anxiety and turmover is
the issue of marketing
accountability: how
to reliably assess and
communicate the wvalue
that marketing investments
drive for the organization,”
Horst says. “The science
is imperfect, common
metrics and languages are
lacking, and most boards
and CEOs just don't
understand marketing. So
a big trend in 2018 will
be driving to a common
yardstick that CMOs can
use with confidence.”

3. Get personal. B2C
brands have made strides
into hyper-personalization,

while B2B marketers have
trended toward account-
based targeting. But B2Bs
will embrace a deeper level
of personalized content
in order to run stronger
programs, Horst says. As
Jeff Marcoux, TTEC’s
VP of Product Strategy
& Marketing, said in his
keynote at the 2018 B2B
Marketing Exchange,
“Personas and scgments
don’t buy vour product—a
human buys your product.”

4. Engage your social
audience.  “It’'s  casy
to forget that business
customers are people too,
using all the same apps
and subject to all the same
human instincts as B2C
customers,” Horst says.

“Smart B2B marketers
will have well-developed
social marketing programs
as a part of their mix.”
Linkedln 1s the
media platform of choice
for 92% of B2B marketers,
according to  Content
Marketing Institute. Don’t
forget  your  strongest
potential advocates: your
employees. A recent study
showed brand messages
had 561% higher reach
when employees shared
them.

5. Invest in video.
Video presents a huge
opportunity to engage B2B
audiences online. Analysts
predict video will represent
82% of all consumer Web
traffic by 2021. *“The
typical objection 15 that
B2B marketing is all about
lead gen, performance
and metrics—not  that
airy, hard-to-quantify
brand stuff,” Horst says,
Nevertheless, video plays
a key role in the marketing
funnel when wused to
drive awareness, generate
interest and build a strong
customer relationship.

Source: www. forbes.com
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Marriage Changes You Physical yAnd
Mentally, Here’s The Science Behind Why

Every summer, thousands and thousands of
couples tie the knot. That decision has lasting
effects on their health over time.

Researchers have identified a vanety of
trends that show how getting married changes
people.

There has historically been an idea that
marriage is good for your physical and mental
health, perhaps due to the idea that having a
supportive partner can make a person healthier.

But more recent research has revealed that
the relationship between marriage, health, and
well-being is more complicated, with both
benefits and drawbacks.

Evidence suggests that married men and
women have a lower risk for certain types of
heart disease than their single counterparts,
for example, but married people are also more
likely to be overweight.

Of course, these observed trends don’t hold

true for everyone. Every marriage is different,
depending on the individuals involved, their
relationship, their plans, lifestyles, and more —
without even counting external factors.

And there’s much less research on the
effects of marriage on same-sex couples so far.

But with that in mind, here are some of the
ways that marriage tends to affect partners
physically and mentally.

Married people tend to have better overall
health than other adults, even after controlling
for age, sex, race, education, income, and other
factors.

But a large study published last vear found
those health benefits were mostly observable
in older married adults. Among younger adults,
married people essentially saw no overall
health benefit compared to their unmarried
peers.

One study found that older married LGBT

N
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adults reported better quality of life, with
partnered and married adults in the study
reporting better health than single adults.

But married people - especially men - are
more likely to be overweight and obese. Both
men and women are less likely to get enough
exercise after marriage.

Married men are more likely to use
preventative healthcare, however, getting
physicals and recommended cancer
screenings.

And married men and women have a
lower risk for certain types of heart disease:
peripheral artery disease, cerebrovascular
disease, abdominal aortic aneurysm, and
coronary artery disease. But risk for heart
disease may be higher for divorced or
widowed individuals.

Married people report better mental health
and lower alcohol use, according to a large
Canadian public-health survey.

One recent study found that in the first
year of marriage, men tended to become
more conscientious, while women became
less neurotic. But that same study found that
women became less open and men became
less extroverted in that first year.

But these benefits and drawbacks
shouldn’t be a reason to get married or
not. Over time, our understanding of how
marriage affects people has changed and
become more refined.

Some researchers think the reason single
people’s health appears to be better now
than it used to when compared to married
counterparts 15 that there’s less societal
stigma around single lifestyles these days.

But even if marriage is associated with
certain health benefits, that alone 1sn’t enough
reason Lo partner up.

Maintaining relationships has been shown
to be a key part of lasting wellness, but there
are many kinds of intimate partnerships.

Source: www.sclencealert.com
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Selfish Friendship

A short story

Once a cat was caughtina hunter’s  the owl.” The cat agreed. The mouse
net. A mouse used to live in a nearby  started cutting the net slowly and
hole. The mouse seeing the cat in the freed the cat only when the hunter
net started playing around the cat. was just near the cat. The cat took to

heels and so ran the mongoose too.
The owl was very much disappointed

Soon a mongoose came there. to see even the mouse running away
He wanted to kill the mouse. As he  to safety.
lifted his head, he saw an owl sitting
on a tree trying to catch him. The
mongoose went very near the cat’s net A few days later, the cat being
to save himself. The mouse thought hungry, went to the hole of the mouse
“When the hunter takes away the cat, and requested him to come out for a
the mongoose will not spare me and same. The mouse replied.
the owl is there to enjoy both of us.”

“l sought friendship and saved
The Mouse went to the cat and you to save my life.” Now you can

CHITIA go home.
MORAL: Don’t nurture friendship
with
“I can cut the net if you promise to Source: www.english-for-students.com

save my life from the mongoose and
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